Spiritualism in Finland
A similar Finnish-language organisation, Suomen parapsykologinen tutkimusseura ry (Parapsychological Research Society of Finland), was founded in 1938 and officially registered in 1943 (the abbreviation ry stands for registered association). In the 1950s, the society decided to conduct empirical parapsychological research, along lines similar to those of the parapsychological research programme that had been conducted at Duke University already during the 1930s. In the 1960s, the Finnish society shifted away from academic issues and focused increasingly on spirituality and metaphysics (Aho 1993: 15-26, 101-105, 125-132) . In 1988, local groups of Suomen Spiritualistinen Seura ry began to function as separate local entities called Spiritual Growth associations. At the time of writing (2014), Suomen Spiritualistinen Seura ry has 1545 members and nine local associations. The Association promotes seven basic tenets that British medium Emma Hardinge Britten (1823-1899) claimed to have received from the spirit world in 1871. These seven tenets are formulated in the following way by the Association:
